x Orthotanthus 'What'- Cryptanthus 'It' x Orthophytum saxicola var. rubra J. D. Garretson, California. In Journ Brom Soc 24(1): 26-27. 1974
Mr Garretson made this interesting bigeneric cross in March of 1971. He used Orthophytum saxicola var. rubra as the mother plant and Cryptanthus 'It' as the pollen plant. He made the cross both ways; however, all seedlings from the mother plant 'It' were white and did not survive.

The seed matured and was planted in June of 1971. The seedlings were large enough to transplant in August of that year. There were approximately 500 little plants. Only four of these were variegated and just one plant held the variegation to maturity. There were

Many “dogs” resembling neither plant parent. Some plants remained dwarf, reaching a size of no more than two inches high. Two plants were extra large.

These little bromeliads began flowering in late February of 1972. Three of the variegated plants flowered in early 1973; one had normal flowers and produced one seed pod. The other two produced pseudo flowers and the central growth has continued to grow. On the two

plants that produced the pseudo flowers, there has been an offshoot produced at nearly every leaf base. 
Note: In later years, when growing on this cultivar it was decided that there was no evidence of the involvement of a Cryptanthus and it was decided to call it an Orthophytum 
